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Friday the 13th may be considered 
unlucky, but this did not stop students 
from filing into Stamps Auditorium 
for Dr. Frank Baconõs lecture on en-
trepreneurship.  Even football stars 
Zoltan Mesko and Tim North ven-
tured up to North Campus that Fri-
day.  
 
Dr. Bacon, who received his masters 
and Ph.D. from the University of 
Michigan College of Engineering, 

discussed 
how to 
control and 
enable 
innovation 
in commer-
cial sector 
companies 
and the 
inefficien-
cies associ-
ated with 
the current 
system.  

One flaw he indicated was the pro-
duction of inventions before the con-
sideration of possible markets.  He 
described a promising solution for 
this common commercial sector prob-
lem: he proposes applying the scien-
tific method to entrepreneurship.  Dr. 
Bacon developed this methodology 
while studying at the University of 
Michigan. 
 
He pointed out how, under the cur-
rent system, companies have a 60% 
success rate conceiving a product 
and bringing it to monetary fruition.  
He analyzed 34 case studies which 
used his system, and found that 33 
of these ventures proved to be suc-
cessful.  
 
Dr. Bacon attributes his efficient ap-
proach to conceptualizing and selling 
products to a philosophy class he 
took at the University of Michigan.  
The philosophy class helped Dr. Ba-
con realize the relevance of the sci-
entific method in the business world.  
This class inspired him to look at an 
old problem in a new way.  He real-
ized that it was more profitable to 

innovate when one saw a potential 
niche in the market rather than in-
venting something and searching for 
a market.  
 
This savvy entrepreneur was so suc-
cessful in implementing this system at 
the University of Michigan that Michi-
gan State University invited him to 
teach the methodology and imple-
mentation of his approach in one 
class.  When this reporter spoke with 
Dr. Bacon about teaching at Michi-
gan State University, he made it 
infinitesimally clear that Michigan 
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State was not the same as the Uni-
versity of Michigan.  He referred to 
his class at Michigan State as a way 
to distribute an effective idea to a 
greater amount of people.  At Michi-
gan State, Dr. Bacon was only able 
to teach one course of his innovative 
technique and said, òThereõs not 
many places like U of M.ó  Dr. Bacon  
remarked on the University of Michi-
ganõs open mind towards innovation 
and entrepreneurship. 
 
When asked what advice he had for 
an engineer in todayõs world, he said 
that he did not feel that the world 
was changing too drastically for 
engineers.  òYou already have the 
mindset, as an engineer, to approach 
any problem,ó Dr. Bacon enumer-
ated.  He also commented on how he 
felt engineers have the tools neces-
sary for success in todayõs change-
able environment.  Dr. Bacon further 
stated that one should, òlove what 

youõre doing and be excited 
about the prospect of discovery.ó  
Regarding job interviews, he ad-
vised that one should not go into 
the interview just thinking they are 
applying for a job.  Instead, stu-
dents show view the interview as 
an opportunity to converse with 
the company.  Question the inter-
viewer to learn what the company 
plans to do and whether one 
could fit into their companyõs in-
frastructure.  Above all else, en-
sure that the company is actively 
engaged in innovation because, 
according to Dr. Bacon, 
òinnovation is a philosophy.ó 
 
With strong ties to the univer-
sityñhe sent two of his sons to the 
College of Engineering and one 
into the University of Michigan 
Medical schoolñhis final comment 
was about how, òwhen youõre 
here [at the University of Michigan] 
you donõt realize how wonderful a 
place it is.  You have a lot of re-

sources. Thereõs hardly any places 
like it.ó 
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If you have any questions or comments re-
garding the all-nighter, please contact  
Grace Hsia at hsgracie@umich.edu  

Express yourselfñwho says engineers cannot 
speak or write in English?  

 
Submit articles to  

the all-nighter 
umec.newsletter@umich.edu 

 

by Thursday February 26, for publication on 
Wednesday March 4 

Role Play: How will you lead? 

FREE FOOD and MARSHMALLOWS 
On February 19 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m 

in 1670 CSE, Dean Munson, and 
Emre Demiralp, will be speaking!  

Come one, come all for a group simu-
lation and learn how to become a 

leader in any group scenario.   

Grilled Cheese Lunch 

 
On February 18 from 11:30-1:00 p.m., there will be 

free food in the Cheseborough Auditorium! 
 

U-M faculty and student leaders will be serving grilled 
cheese sandwiches to brighten your last week before 

break.   
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Yale has Skull and Bones, and Har-
vard claims the Porcellian Club.  The 
University of Michigan is also home 
to a secret society.   
  
Ever heard of Michigamua?  How 
about the Order of Angell?  Do you 
know what they do? 
 
Thus, began the  search for the Or-
der of Angell, née Michigamua.   
 
Despite releasing a list of members 
and active honorary members, the 
societyõs activities are shrouded in 
secrecy.  Upperclassmen students, 
when asked about the Order of An-
gell, could only say that they be-
lieved that Michigamua met in the 
Michigan Union tower.  (Search party 
members have since disproved this       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

rumor because sources 
provided different and 
conflicting meeting loca-
tions.)  Jake Long and Bo 
Schembechler were reput-
edly former members.   
 
No matter who was asked, 
no one could part the fog 
surrounding the Order of 
Angell.  Members of the 
search party began to 
question the effectiveness 
of a secret society whose 
influence and general pur-
pose remain unknown.   
 
Natural engineering curios-
ity bid the members of the 
search party to delve fur-
ther into this secret society.  
The mystery surrounding 
the Order of Angell at-
tracted engineering curiosity like a 
red cape attracts a bull.  Yes, the 
Order of Angell is rumored to be a 
group composed mostly of athletes 
an Central Campus, but the engi-
neers at The All-Nighter needed to 
know the truth and nothing but the 
truth.   
  
High and low, up and down, the 
search for Michigamua wound 
through the landmarks of Central 
Campus.  Search party members 
rushed past the Chemistry Building.  
Lo!  The Diag!  There was a multitude 
of students in spite of the cold ð cou-
ples were all around.  After search 
party members endured blustering 
cold, the quest continued through the 
Michigan Union.   
  

What does this mysterious society 
do?  Search party members began 
asking if they could request becom-
ing a secret society searching for 
secret societies.  To date, the team of 
engineers have determined that the 
Order of Angell does exist because 
it is mentioned in two recent Ann 
Arbor articles.  An opinion article 
from the April 16, 2007 issue of The 
Michigan Review discusses the newly 
released list of Order of Angell 
members and the March 19, 2008 
issue of The Michigan Daily reveals  
one girlõs rationale for not joining the 
Order of Angell.   
 
Alas, without any details of the soci-
etyõs current activities, the search 
continues in hopes of quelling engi-
neering curiosity.   
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Finding the Order of Angell, née Michigamua 
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corralled into semi circles surrounding 
a recruiter in ômass interviewsõ.  Oth-
ers who were fortunate enough to 
get face-to-face conversations were 
told to go to a website and submit 
their contact information and resume 
online.  After waiting for over an 
hour in lines, frustration became the 
common theme after these repeated 
dismissals.  
 
Although the conditions were 
cramped and noisy, the sheer num-
ber of available opportunities were 
overwhelming.  The helpful, person-
able recruiters provided realistic 
avenues for the future.  Overall, the 
fairs were welcoming.  They symbol-
ized the power of a Michigan edu-
cation, even during a financial crisis, 
and how employers were still seek-
ing students graduating from the 
university.  This was a sure sign that 
students still have a chance to com-
plete their journey once and for all.  

sentatives ranging from over 100 
companies.  From Lockheed and 
Martin to Microsoft, many offered 
internships, co-ops, part-time, and 
full-time positions.  With many high 
profile names in EECS, students ar-
rived early and were quickly over-
whelmed by endless lines and a sea 
of people that could be described as 
a black suited mob.  Students who 
were not involved in the career fairs 
had to fight the crowd, forming nar-
row tunnels to travel at the rate of 
one person per minute.  
 
Vying for a five minute chat with a 
future employer, some students were 
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As many students travel through the 
long and tedious passage of under-
graduate studies, hundreds look for-
ward to the day of graduation and 
the first steps into their career. How-
ever, a deteriorating economy and 
weak job market have begun to di-
minish the light at the end of the tun-
nel.  This is making the final leap 
increasingly difficult.  Recognizing 
the trying tasks ahead, the transition 
from college to the real world has 
been aided by supportive adminis-
trative efforts by the Engineering 
Career Resource Center in the form 
of the recent Winter Engineering 
Career Fair and MPowered Career 
Fair.  
 
Hundreds of students registered 
early in hopes of talking to repre-

Lives in the Making 
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The Women in Science and Engineer-
ing paired up with the Michigan Re-
search Community to host the sumptu-
ous òYule Ball.ó  Engineering and LSA 
ladies got the chance to don their 
finest while the gentlemen looked 
dashing in their suits and fine shirts.  
For a day, students got to live out 
their inner Harry Potter, making 
wands and dividing into the Slytherin 
and Gryffindor houses.  A phenome-
nal number of students partook in this 
formal ð the Great Lakes Room was 
so full of WISE and MRC students 
that the number of dancers far out-
stripped the dance floor capacity. 
 
Planned by a committee consisting of 
WISE and MRC students, the Yule 
Ball has been in the works for 
months.  In December, the committee  
revealed the Yule Ball Theme and 

this yearõs formal turned out to be an 
unprecedented success.   
 
The students in MRC are mostly from 
the College of Engineering, but a 
fair portion of students in MRC come 
from LSA.  These undergraduates 
spend part of their time outside of 
class researching with first-rate fac-
ulty and graduate students.  They 
present their findings in the Annual 
Spring Re-
search Sympo-
sium, giving 
first-year stu-
dents the op-
portunity to 
present their 
research to 
faculty, family, 
and guests of 
the university.  
WISE is a liv-
ing-learning 
community 
designed to 
boost and sup-

port the number of girls and women 
pursuing degrees and careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics.   
 
With so much on their plate, the Yule 
Ball gave students a chance to un-
wind and socialize with their peers 
for one glorious night.   

 

The Yule Ball:  Magic for Muggles Too 

Kristi Wegner, Molly Kemp, Katie Anderson, Erin Dagg, Dagmara 

Wehr, and Vicki Choe dance to "Thriller" at the Yule Ball.  Photo cour-
tesy of Molly Kemp. 
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